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Poughkeepsie City School District Middle School and High School Communities,

A thorough investigation by local and state law enforcement has not yielded any
credible evidence to support the social media threat made against Poughkeepsie
Middle School and Poughkeepsie High School, resulting in the closure of both schools
today and Tuesday.

As aresult, we are preparing to reopen both schools tomorrow, February 24, 2022, with
increased police presence and other measures, including:

o continued collaboration and the sharing of information with local and state law
enforcement,

¢ the presence of School Resource Officers at each school,

¢ the presence of Safety Monitors at each school,

e thorough baggage checks for all students (For the next several days students are
advised to reduce the number of items they carry to school),

e every student and guest going through metal detection devices,

e additional Central Office presence in both schools, and

e enhanced safety protocols in each building.

Additionally, the Poughkeepsie City School District has invested in a safety management
monitoring system (Gaggle) that will flag concerning content and bring it to the attention of
staff. The system also enables members of the school community to confidentially report
anything that might bring harm to an individual or the entire school community. This safety
management system will be operable within two weeks.

Threats against schools and members of the school community are serious. It is important to
note that anyone found to be making any type of threat, including on social media, will be
disciplined to the fullest extent and could face criminal charges.

It is imperative that our schools remain havens for children to pursue their academic studies
and encounter positive experiences to develop as youth. In order to preserve our children’s
right to do this, it is critically important that we remain vigilant against those who are seeking
to disrupt this.

We appreciate the patience of our parents, staff and children as we worked through this
difficult situation. We look forward to welcoming our middle and high school students back
tomorrow.

Yours in Education,

S

Dr. Eric Jay Rosser
Superintendent of Schools

Together, We are Champions for Children in Poughkeepsie City School District
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Comunidades de las Escuelas Intermedia y Secundaria del Distrito Escolar de la Ciudad de
Poughkeepsie,

Una investigacion exhaustiva por parte de las fuerzas del orden locales y estatales no ha
aportado ninguna prueba creible que respalde la amenaza en Ias redes sociales contra la
Escuela Infermedia y la Escuela Secundaria de Poughkeepsie, o que ha provocado el
cierre de ambas escuelas hoy y el martes.

Como resultado, nos estamos preparando para reabrir ambas escuelas manana, 24 de
febrero de 2022, con una mayor presencia policial y otras medidas, incluyendo:

e la colaboracién continua y el intercambio de informacidn con las fuerzas del orden
locales y estatales,

e la presencia de Oficiales de Recursos Escolares en cada escuela,

e la presencia de monitores de seguridad en cada escuela,

e confroles exhaustivos del equipaje de todos los estudiantes (Durante los proximos
dias se aconseja a los estudiantes que reduzcan el nUmero de articulos que llevan a
la escuela),

e que todos los alumnos e invitados pasen por los dispositivos de deteccidon de
metales,

e presencia adicional de la Oficina Central en ambas escuelas, y

e protocolos de seguridad reforzados en cada edificio.

Ademds, el Distrito Escolar de la Ciudad de Poughkeepsie ha invertido en un sistema de
supervision de la gestidon de la seguridad (Gaggle) gue senala el contenido preocupante y
lo pone en conocimiento del personal. El sistema también permite a los miembros de la
comunidad escolar informar confidencialmente de cualquier cosa que pueda perjudicar a
una persona o a toda la comunidad escolar. Este sistema de gestidn de la seguridad
estard operativo en dos semanas.

Las amenazas contra la escuela y los miembros de la comunidad escolar son graves. Es
importante tener en cuenta que cualquier persona a la que se descubra haciendo
cualguier tipo de amenaza, incluso en las redes sociales, serd disciplinada al méximo y
podria enfrentarse a cargos penales.

Es imperativo que nuestras escuelas sigan siendo refugios para que 1os ninos sigan sus
estudios académicos y encuentren experiencias positivas para desarrollarse como jovenes.
Para preservar el derecho de nuestros ninos a hacer esto, es de vital importancia que
permanezcamos vigilantes contra aquellos que buscan perturbar esto.

Agradecemos la paciencia de nuestros padres, personal y ninos mientras trabajamos en
esta dificil situacion. Esperamos dar la bienvenida a nuestros estudiantes de secundaria y
preparatoria manana.

Suyo en Educacién,

Dr. Eric Jay Rosser
Superintendente de Escuelas

Together, We are Champions for Children in Poughkeepsie City School District
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